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NEW AND LITTLE KNOWN TAXA FROM ANAIMUDI AND SURROUNDING 
REGIONS, DEVICOLAM, KERALA-VI: AN UNDESCRIBED SPECIES OF 

OBERONIA LINDL. (ORCHIDACEAE) 


A new species of Oberonia Lindl. (Orchi- 
daceae) collected during the botanical ex¬ 
plorations in Anaimudi and surrounding re¬ 
gions, Idikki District, Kerala, South India 
is described with illustrations. This species 
has also been collected from the nearby 
areas like Devicolam, Munnar (Idikki Dt., 
Kerala) and Anaimalai (Tamil Nadu, for¬ 
merly Madras State) by some other botanists 
and the specimens have been deposited in 
the Madras Herbarium, Coimbatore. They 
were, however, wrongly identified as O. 
wightiana Lindl. 

Oberonia sebastiana Shetty & Vivek., sp. 

nov- 

O. wightiana Lindl. affinis, tamen differt 
inflorescentia, longiore (17-38 cm), scapo 
complanato adnatoque folio supero, et labello 
multo latiore (2-5-2.9 mm) quam longo 
( 1, 4" I *75 m m), lobis duabus lateralibus ali- 
formibus et lobo intermedio parvo et 2-lobu- 
lato. 

Herba caespitosa, pendula, epiphytica. 
Folia c. 6, exteriora 1.4-4.9 x 0.6-0.8 cm, in- 
teriora 5.5-28X0.9-1.2 cm, disticha, succu- 
lenta, palido- vel flavido-virida, lateraliter 
complanata, ensiformia, acuta vel acumin¬ 
ata. Inflorescentia 17-38 cm longa, leviter 
arcuata, laxe multiflora; rachis complana¬ 
ta; scapus 4.9-10.7 mm longus, folio supero 
adnatus. Flores ± 2-6 mm longi, flavidi, 
subverticillati. Bracteae 1.6-2 Xi-i.3 mm, 
ovario vix longiores, eoque arete involventes, 
ovatae, irregulariter erosae, acutae vel acu- 
minatae, hyalinae, sparsim glanduloso-punc- 
tatae. Sepala ^ i*o.6-i mrh, subaequalia, 
reflexa, late ovata, integra, acuta, hyalina, 
absque nervis et punctis glandulosis. Petala 
1-1.2X0.3-04 mm, reflexa, oblonga, subinte- 
gra, apice rotundjata, hyalina, absque nervis 
et punctis glandulosis. Labellum erectum, 
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distincte 3-lobatum, latius quam longum, 

1.4-1.75 mm longum, 2.5-2 9 mm (lobis 
lateralibus inclusis) latus, hyalinum, spar¬ 
sim g’anduloso-punctatum, plerumque (raro 
majus) 3-nervatum; nervi mediani breves, 
recti, Iaterales vero longiores, prope sinum 
lobi mediani terminantes; lobi Iaterales 
lobo intermedio multo majores, columnam 
cingentes, subintegri; lobus intermedius 
0 5-0.8X0.6-1 mm, 2-lobulatus, lobulis aequa- 
libus vel non, subintegris, saepe incisuris 
paucis apicalibus; sinus 0.15-025X0.2- 
0.4 mm. Ovarium (pedicello incluso) 
±1.5 mm longum. Capsulae 5-6.3 X 
2-2-8 mm, oblongae, breviter pedicellatae, 6- 
costatae, perianthio 'macrascento coronatae. 

Oberonia sebastiana Shetty & Vivek., sp. nov. 

Near to O. wightiana Lindl., but differs 
in having longer inflorescence (17-38 cm) 
with the scape flattened and adnate to the 
upper leaf, and the labellum much broader 
(2.5-2.9 mm) than long (1.4-1.75 mm) with 
two large wing like lateral lobes and a small 
2-lobuled midlobe. 

Caespitose, pendulous epiphytic herb . 
Leaves about 6, outer 1.4-4.9x0 6-0.8 cm, 
inner 5.5-28 x 0 9-1.2 cm, distichous, succu¬ 
lent, pale green or yellowish green, laterally 
compressed, ensiform, acute or acuminate. 
Inflorescence 17-38 cm long, slightly arcuate, 
laxly many flowered; rachis flattened; 
scape 4.9-10 7 cm long, adnate to the upper 
leaf. Flowers ± 2 -6 mm long, yellowish, 
subverticillate. Bracts 1.6-2X1-1.3 mm, 
little longer than and closely enveloping the 
ovary, ovate, irregularly erose, acute or acu¬ 
minate, hyaline, sparsely gland-dotted. 
Sepals -J- ix 0.6-1 mm, subequal, reflex¬ 
ed, broadly ovate, entire, acute, hyaline, 
without nerves and gland dots. Petals 
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Oberonia sebastiana Shetty & Vivek. so. nov. 

Figs. 1-8 : 1. Plant. 2. Portion of inflorescence showing arrangement of flowers. 3. Bract. 4 & 5. Two 
views of flower. 6. Flower with the labellum spread out. 7. Outer 3 sepals, inner 2 petals with the 
labellum spread out, 8. Capsule (Drawn from Rathakrishmn 16238). 
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1-1.2X0.3-0.4 mm, reflexed, oblong, suben¬ 
tire, rounded at apex, hyaline, without 
nerves and gland dots. Labellum erect, dis¬ 
tinctly 3-lobed, broader than long, i .4-1.75 
mm long, 25-2.9 mm broad across the later¬ 
al lobes, hyaline, sparsely gland-dotted, 
mostly 3-nerved, rarely more, middle nerves 
short, stra : ght, side ones longer and ending 
near the sinus of the midlobe ; lat:ral lobes 
much larger than the midlobe, encircling 
the column, subentire; midlobe 0 5 0.8 X 
o.6-i mm, 2-lobulate, lobules equal or un¬ 
equal subentire, often with a few notches 
at the tip; sinus 015-025x0.2-0.4 mm. 
Ovary with pedicel ±1.5 mm long. Cap¬ 
sules 5-6.3 x2-2.8 mm, oblong, shortly stalk¬ 
ed, 6-ribbed, crowned by the marcescent 
perianth. 

Kerala: Umaiyamalai, Anaimudi slopes, 
2,075 m » flowering, 17-11-1965, B. V. Shetty 
& K. Vivekananthan 26480 A (holotype, 
CAL), 26480 B-G (isotypes, MH). Umaiya- 
malai, Anaimudi slopes, 2,150 m, fruiting, 
3-2-1970, B- V. Shetty & K- Vivekananthan 
33404 A-E; Rajamallay, 1950 m, fruiting, 
2-2-1970, B. V. Shetty & K. Vivekananthan 
31784 A-D ; Devicolam, 1550 m, with flower 
buds, 11-10-1963, K. M. Sebastine 17517 
A-E; Munnar, 1564 m, fruiting, 11-101963, 
N. C. Rathakrishnan 16238 A-D (all para- 
types, MH). Tamil Nadu; Grass hills above 
Iyerpadi, Anaimalai, flowering, Nov. 1901, 
C. A. Barber 4028-acc. no. 50152 only (para- 
type, MH). 

Gunnar Seidenfaden \Dansk Botanisk 
Arkiv 25 (3): 1-125. 1968] in his work on 


“The Genus Oberonia in Mainland Asia” 
treats O. wightiaha Lindl. under the sub¬ 
genus Apotemnophyllum Sch. in Section III 
which is characterised by small or medium 
sized plants with leaves jointed, laterally 
compressed, edged, less than 100 mm long; 
scape and rachis thin with the flowers pedi- 
celled. The present new species though it 
finds its nearest congener in O. wightiana 
Lindl., falls in Section IV of the subgenus 
Apotemnophyllum Sch. which is character¬ 
ised by larger plants having leaves ioo- 
350 mm long. In this section the new spe¬ 
cies comes close to O. brunoniana Wt. but 
differs in having longer inflorescence, thin¬ 
ner rachis and laxly arranged flowers with 
wider labellum. 

This species is named in honour of late 
Dr. K. M. Sebastine, former Regional 
Botanist, Botanical Survey of India, Coim¬ 
batore. 
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OPHIOGLOSSUM POLYPHYLLUM A. BR.—A NEW RECORD 
FOR EASTERN HIMALAYA 

During the herbarium consultation at from Sikkim Himalayas. Among these one 
Central National Herbarium (CAL) the sheet containing four specimens of Ophio- 
authors came across a number of unidentj- glossum polyphyllum A. Br. was located. As 
fied fern specimens collected by Kari in 1909 it was not previously reported from Eastern 
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